Gastrointestinal Physiology. L R Johnson (ed) pp 164 £6.25 London: Henry Kimpton 1977 This book is written by five members ofa team who teach physiology at the University of Texas Medical School. This may be responsible for the remarkable similarity in their concise and lucid literary styles.
There is a small English language bibliography at the end of each of the fifteen chapters, most of which have sections on clinical applications and clinical tests which, though giving the undergraduate an introduction to clinical physiology, are too brief to be of value to the graduate.
Following an excellent chapter on gastrointestinal hormones there is a chapter on oesophageal motility which is disappointingly short for the clinician. There are other deficiencies in this book for the postgraduate reader who will find only the briefest of mention of the physiological aspects of mucus and extremely little of immunology. It is disappointing that there is no mention of IgA and T lymphocytes and their physiological activity in the intestinal wall. Even more surprising is the statement that the role of histamine in the regulation of acid secretion is obscure. This is an excellent, accurate and up-to-date book for medical students, but for the graduate and particularly the practising gastroenterologist it has considerable limitations.
R B MCCONNELL

Consultant Physician
Broadgreen Hospital
Health Screening pp 71 £3.25 London: Society of Occupational Medicine 1977 This is an excellent and rapidly produced booklet which gives a balanced synoptic view on current thinking about the controversial topic of screening. The main areas coveredall by expertsare screening in general and then contributions on screening in relation to pre-employment, temperature and pressure, allergy, bladder tumours, audiometry, heart disease, breast cancer and alcohol abuse.
The introductory section by Dr D'Souza is fair and balanced. Professor Atherley and his colleagues' comments on the present state of thinking regarding the measurement of occupationally induced hearing loss is extremely useful to anyone wanting a run down on this complicated and possibly litigious area. New ground is broken by Dr Davey on Breast Cancer and Alan Bailey on Alcohol Abuse. Both these areas are of increasing relevance with regard to the employer and his doctor's responsibility to identify vulnerable people in these categories. All the main sections have good reference lists and the booklet can be strongly recommended to anyone wanting a helpful introduction to this branch of medicine.
The Ichthyoses. R Marks & P J Dykes (ed) pp 205 £11.95 Lancaster: MTP Press 1978 It does not matter that general physicians usually spell ichthyoses incorrectly but it does matter that they usually misunderstand them. The ichthyoses are a diagnostically, therapeutically and aetiologically interesting group of skin disorders and are associated with a wide spectrum of systemic disease that ranges from the dry scaly skin of the wheeze and sneeze syndrome to the rare ones like Refsum's disease, where the same defect of lipogenesis occurs in the epidermis and in neural tissues.
In the last few years, with the late but I hope mature blossoming of experimental dermatology, we have begun to learn something about these diseases. Some of the flavour of the emerging knowledge is conveyed by this book, which is a series of papers given at a symposium in Cardiff Journal of the Royal Society of Medicine Volume 72 January 1979 in January 1977. Whilst the book will be of greater value than the meeting was, it is very mixed in quality and would have benefited from stronger editing. But the general physician will still find a lot of new information and ideas and a general sense of some of the directions in which progress is being made. Unjustified printing is relatively easy to bear if paragraphs are short and liberally laced with mathematics and diagrams. Although the index of formulae and equations is an excellent aid to the student, he might, however, prefer the list of symbols at the beginning rather than at the end of the book. The clinical adequacy of the book is assured, but a little renovation would not have come amiss. Many of the references are citations: we do not really have to be reminded of Duane's outdated study; an inadequate amount of thought is given to the factors relating presbyopia, depth of field and resolving power of the eye, which could have done with modern illumination. This is the heel of Achilles of this useful book: it shows how reluctant modern opticians are to assimilate contemporary concepts of image assessment, and explains why, in general, it is not they who are advancing our understanding of visual optics. Possibly one has to go back to the French master engravers and printers of the early 19th century to find such faithful reproduction of the material given to the publishers by the surgeons and the artists they commissioned to record their work. This is the first of six volumes that will assuredly constitute the most notable atlas of gynaecological surgery yet produced. As the authors write, surgery needs to be learned by the pupil from the master in the operating theatre and that teaching needs to be supplemented. A colour atlas, if good, is the most practical way of providing this supplement. This book gives amazingly clearly reproduced exact colour photographs of each stage of the common vaginal operations and of one or two uncommon ones. Where a photograph on which is superimposed strategically placed arrows and numbers (whose interpretation is to be found in the text) may not be absolutely obvious, there is a line diagram to give extra clarification. Some of the steps and procedures may be controversial, such as a preference for the Manchester repair operation over vaginal hysterectomy with repair. In each instance a satisfactory explanation is given and in some, such as vaginal hysterectomy, as much space is given to demonstrate it as to the Manchester repair operation.
One just does not know what to admire mostthe skill of the surgeons, the photographers, the illustrator and the printer or the publisher's ability to produce such a volume at such a reasonable price.
ELLIOT PHILIPP
Consultant Gynaecologist Royal Northern & City ofLondon Maternity Hospitals
Pathology of the Placenta. Harold Fox pp 491 £17.50 Eastbourne: Holt-Saunders 1978 Placental pathology was, for a long time, a noman's-land, only occasionally patrolled by obstetricians, who never penetrated in depth. Abnormal shapes (ie disorders of implantation) were recorded, but microscopic lesions were neglected and placental insufficiency remained unexplained. To pathologists the study of the placenta seemed unrewarding. The lack of a comprehensive textbook both reflected the low level of interest and perpetuated it. This vicious circle was broken in 1967 by Benirschke and Driscoll's text, a scholarly work, but rather too academic and somewhat uneven in depth. The diagnostic histopathologist's need has at last been filled by this latest publication. Professor Harold Fox of Manchester, well known for his numerous painstaking studies, has summarized his own work and critically reviewed that of others. A survey of placental lesions, including maturation disorders, is followed by an illustrated discussion of clinical conditionsboth maternal and fetalin Which placental morphological changes may occur. The chapters on placental physiology and immunology help to maintain the balance whilst a commendable attempt is made to resolve the existing confusion in nomenclature.
Illustrations (in black and white) are generous in number and range in quality from adequate to excellent. There is a wealth of references reflecting Professor Fox's catholic use of the literature which is undeterred by the iron curtain or other boundaries. Citations include the titles of individual papers and, for non-English contributions, both in the original and in translation; this makes the
